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A correspondent has brought forward in this connection the
question of branding animals. Does the pain caused by brand-
ing compensate for the benefit it confers upon the owner and
the animal ? If it confers none on the animal, naturally brand-
ing must be taboo.
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THE MONKEY NUISANCE
People get weary of the trouble caused to them by
monkeys. In their hearts they wish them dead. They are
inwardly pleased if anyone Mils them. At the same time
they will oppose their slaughter. A friend who is well
acquainted with the scriptures writes that monkeys ruin
the crops, they even kidnap children and remove articles,
and spoil fruit etc. Their number is daily increasing. I ain
asked as to what non-violence dictates in the matter.
My ahimsa is my own. I am not able to accept in its en-
tirety the doctrine of non-killing of animals. I have no feeling
in me to save the life of these animals who devour or cause hurt
to man. I consider it wrong to help in the increase of their
progeny. Therefore, I will not feed ants, monkeys or dogs. I
will never sacrifice a man's life in order to save theirs.
Thinking along these lines I have come to the conclusion
that to do, away with monkeys where they have become a
menace to the* well-being of man is pardonable. Such killing be-
comes a duty. The question may arise as to why this rule
should not also apply to human beings. It cannot because, how-
ever bad, they are as we are. Unlike the animal, God has given
man the faculty of reason.
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